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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend die claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) An image fonning apparatus comprising: 
n independently driven light sources; 

a scanner unit ada p ted to causg that causes n light beams from said n light 
$uiirce$ to perfonn scanning on a photosensitive member in a main scanning direction; 

a moving unit adapted to caus e A at causes the n light beams to perfonn 
scanning on said photosensitive member in a sub-scanning direction by moving said 
photosensitive member; 

a controller that controls coiitrol unit f o r co ntro lling s aid scanner unit and/or 
said moving unit so that a main scanning line on the photosensitive member is subjected to 
overlapped exposure k times by different light beams, said controller cunUul unit h aving at 
least a first mode in which k is set to k\, and a second mode in which k is set to k2 kl)» 
wherein u = il xkl ^ i2xk2, il and i2 are natural numbers, and kl and k2 are natural 
numbers equal to or larger than 2; and 

a modulator that modulates fei mudulaliiig t he respective light beams so 
that dot strings formed by the light beams are shifted by a distance of d/k in the main 
scanning direction, where d is an interval between dots formed by e a c h one light beam. 

2. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to Claim 
1, fiirllier comprising a beam detector adapted to detect i^tdetects a light beam caused to 
perform scanning by said scanner unit, wherein said modulator modulates the respective 

-3- 



PA6E6/11'RCVDAT5l22l20067:53:12m[Eastfm 



» 05/22/2006 16:51 FAX 714 540 9823 



FCH&S COSTA BIESA 



light beams so that the dot strings formed by the light beams are shifted by the distance of 
d/k in the main scanning direction, based on a detection signal from said beam detector. 

3. (Original) An image forming apparatus according to Claim Ip wherein 
said apparatus variably controls a dot system by the light beam. 

4. (Original) An image forming apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein 
the light beam is a laser beam. 
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